
 
 
For Immediate Release: 
 

VERGE INVESTS IN TRU TOUCH TECHNOLOGIES, INC.  
 

Serves as lead for $2.4M investment syndicate 
 
ALBUQUERQUE, New Mexico—November 1, 2005: New Mexico seed fund Verge 
announced its investment in TruTouch Technologies, Inc. as part of a $2.4 million 
financing round.  The financing round, led by Verge ($750,000), included Flywheel 
Ventures ( $750,000), Fort Washington Capital Partners ($750,000), and New Mexico 
Community Capital ($150,000).  TruTouch brings the Verge portfolio of companies to 
4—all New Mexico technologies, all early stage. 
 
“I believe that TruTouch’s technology will revolutionize society’s ability to proactively 
address and dramatically reduce the loss of life and expense caused by drunk drivers,” 
said Verge General Partner Dave Durgin. “It is without a doubt a disruptive technology in 
the alcohol detection market and will, in my opinion, become the detection method of 
choice within five years.” 
 
TruTouch’s products target non-invasive alcohol measurements. Although alcohol testing 
is typically associated with drunk driving, it also plays significant roles in community 
corrections, workplace safety, and emergency medicine. Current methods for testing 
suffer from two key limitations: 1) all require handling of a bodily fluid which gives rise 
to biohazard concerns, and 2) all require some degree of direct subject supervision from a 
test administrator.  
 
TruTouch’s new touch-based alcohol measurement technology overcomes these 
limitations and thereby offers significant improvements in subject safety and the ability to 
conduct completely unsupervised testing.  The technology is light-based and relies on 
near infrared spectroscopy to non-invasively measure alcohol through the subject's skin. 
This creates a rapid, easy-to-use method for determining alcohol concentration in a 
variety of environments. 
 
“We are excited about leading the way with our breakthrough technology to provide 
more effective testing tools for law enforcement, workplace safety, and emergency room 
applications.  There is tremendous interest in TruTouch’s revolutionary product as drunk 
driving remains a tragic problem in US.  TruTouch will directly address a significant 
public safety issue, and this equity investment by four premier New Mexico VC firms 
integrates well with the support we’ve received from federal and state funding,” said Jim 
McNally, TruTouch CEO. 
 
“The New Mexico State Investment Council is committed to supporting top-flight New 
Mexico Companies creating valuable new technologies,” said State Investment Officer 
Gary Bland. “We’re excited to see a group comprised completely of  New Mexico VC 



funds partnering to invest in promising companies like TruTouch. All of the VC firms in 
this particular investment round are supported with NM Severance Tax Permanent Fund 
money, which further demonstrates the Richardson Administration’s dedication to 
investing in New Mexico’s growing high-tech community. ” 
 
“At Flywheel we’re very excited about our investment in TruTouch. As financial 
investors, we see great promise in the technology and in the company’s growth prospects. 
As citizens it is also incredibly compelling to drive the commercialization of a 
technology that can ultimately help eliminate one of our greatest social tragedies…drunk 
driving,” said Kim Sanchez-Rael, General Partner, Flywheel Ventures. 
 
About Verge 
Verge is a seed and pre-seed venture capital fund, investing in promising technology 
opportunities in New Mexico. With over 80 years experience in New Mexico as investors 
and operators, the six Verge partners work closely with entrepreneurs and technologists 
to develop promising opportunities in successful commercial ventures. Focusing on 
technology investments in New Mexico, Verge invests at the earliest stages of a 
company’s development, typically placing $100,000-$500,000 in first round investments. 
www.vergefund.com 
 
About TruTouch Technologies, Inc. 
TruTouch Technologies, Inc., located in Albuquerque, NM, has developed and 
demonstrated innovative testing systems that measure alcohol in people using optical 
technology.  The technology enables completely noninvasive and fluidless alcohol 
measurements.  Our vision is to reduce the devastating impact and costs of alcohol abuse 
on society through improved testing technologies. 
 
For more information contact: 

David Durgin, Verge; 505.843.4235; ddurgin@vergefund.com 
Jim McNally, TruTouch Technologies; 505.272.7405; 
Jim.McNally@TruTouchTechnologies.com  
 

 
#### 
  
 


